Annual Report 2018-2019

Dear Community,
What a year for Rural Response for Healthy Children!
With over 25 years of experience in the community, it is a
good thing to bring more investment to Huron County
families. This year we launched new initiatives funded by
Government of Ontario, Libro Prosperity Fund and
Ontario Trillium Foundation. We continue to deliver the
Community Action Program for Children on behalf of the
Public Health Agency of Canada too.
We love when community engages! Whether by sharing
our Facebook posts, following us on Instagram, participating
in one of our programs, volunteering or making a donation;
your time and thoughtfulness is so important. Accomplishing
the Vision requires all hands-on deck! It warms our heart to
see YOU showing up for each other.
#communitysupportscommunity
With gratitude,
Selena Hazlitt, Executive Director
and Michael Russo, Chair of the Board of Directors

Key Projects

Collaboration Highlights

Social Enterprise

Huron Respite Network

With a Libro Prosperity Grant, we are facilitating parents to evolve their social enterprise plans in
tandem with creating a social enterprise for the organization. Regular gatherings discuss all facets
of business development and story-telling. Watch for an autumn 2019 launch!
Thanks Libro for investing in Huron County families!

Our collaboration with Huron Respite Network continues with the success of Caregiver Mornings
and Sibz Club. These eﬀorts are invaluable for connecting family members who experience higher
stress levels and seek a safe community where they share and learn from each other.
Exploring feelings, having fun together and learning about other community helpers form
the foundation of these activities.

Safe Places Youth Certiﬁcation
Capacity building is the focus of Safe Places Youth Certiﬁcation as we train trusted adults to know
how to respond to bullying, abuse, harassment and discrimination. We know that the sooner
children and youth are heard, their healing begins and that means better well-being outcomes.
Hosting child advocate, Sheldon Kennedy, to build awareness about the initiative is a highlight
of the year. We share gratitude to Homeﬁeld Group of Heartland Realty and Excalibur Insurance
for their ﬁnancial donations for making Safe Places Youth Certiﬁcation accessible to more people.

Youth Social & Emotional Learning
A signiﬁcant investment by Ontario Trillium Foundation scales a McConnell Foundation
well-being model to facilitate social and emotional learning for youth, their teachers and parents.
This project demonstrates the depth of capacity of the organization in Huron.
Rural Response for Healthy Children focuses on families with children and youth of any age in
an eﬀort to meet the Vision. Thanks to Tanner Steﬄer Foundation for being a ﬁnancial partner
in this important work to build understanding about the impact of social and emotional learning
on mental well-being needs.

Huron Women’s Shelter & Second Stage Housing
We welcomed the opportunity to connect with moms, living at Second Stage Housing, to talk about
parenting while healing. Through weekly drop-in times, our Parent Support Workers build
relationship with moms and provide support for positive parenting. As families transition out of
Second Stage Housing, we help build capacity for providing healthy, aﬀordable family meals through
our Crockpot Cooking series. So far the response is positive and we look forward to expanding
these eﬀorts.

Victim Services Huron County
Safe Places Youth Certiﬁcation engages trusted adults to speak up and take action when they see
or hear about bullying, abuse, harassment or discrimination in children and youth. But what happens
when the trusted adult has taken action and they are left without someone to talk through that
experience? Our organization wants to ensure that trusted adults can debrief and get support
if needed. Thanks to Victim Services Huron County, Safe Places Youth Certiﬁed trusted adults
can access support from someone appropriately trained to respond.

Community Action Program for Children
In autumn 2018, Community Action Program for Children (CAPC) projects across Canada celebrated
our 25th Anniversary. We are proud to be one of 415 CAPC projects in Canada! This past year,
1020 families and 990 children, age 0 to 6, participated in support and/or education programs
related to positive parenting and personal safety.

Vision

A responsive community that supports, nurtures and strengthens families and children.

Mission

Helping families and children to create an environment of well-being through community
engagement and capacity building.

Core Values -

Responsiveness • Making Connections
Capacity Building • Caring
Fairness • Accessibility

Huron O.P.P
Safe Places Youth Certiﬁcation is acknowledged province-wide by O.P.P as a tool for community
safety education. Huron O.P.P’s support and involvement to engage municipalities in Huron and
community is invaluable for the project success. We are excited to work with them to promote
Safe Places and encourage as many people who work with children and youth to become certiﬁed.
It is a very empowering program for trusted adults and demonstrates a responsive community.

Board of Directors

Michael Russo, Vicky Culbert, Rachel Garland, Andrea Horton, Nicole Richey, Erin Roy,
Heather Steﬄer, Christina VanPoucke

Staﬀ

Selena Hazlitt, Executive Director and Susan Cowman, Kim Hagle, Kristi Michel, Jennifer Reaburn,
Genelle Reid, Jill Robertson, Nicole O’Neill and Stephen VanBreda
We also enjoyed hosting a CHSS Co-op Student, Alexis Bender and students from CHSS COPE
throughout the year.
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Multi-Generation Line Dancing in Bayﬁeld,
from babes in arms to those that are young at heart!

Fluro Friday Birthday Celebration for the Youth Social
& Emotional Learning Project.

Dads & Kids At The Museum exploring vintage toys.

Alexis Bender, CHSS Co-op Student and
Rural Response staﬀ

